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MYST Native Community Advisory Board

● Our project responds to community concerns about sexual exploitation and specifically to 

recent MMIW task force recommendations:

○ Indigenous-specific data: Native youth specific data and community-engaged analysis

○ Increase awareness: Tribal communities, tribal policymakers and service providers are 

first-to-know and engage the data, share findings in engaged and accessible ways

○ Inform and develop: Co-develop initiatives, services and safe spaces for Native youth 

guided by a community-engaged analysis of the data



Data Source: The 

Minnesota Student 

Survey (MSS)

Tri-annual, census of youth 

health and wellbeing 

administered in regular 

public schools, charter 

schools and other settings.

Collected by the State of 

Minnesota in school 

classrooms/spaces.

▪ MSS began in 1989

 Similar to the CDC’s Youth Risk Behavior 

Survey (YRBS) 

▪ Coordinated by MN Departments of Education, 

Health, Human Services and Public Safety

▪ Collected in schools, via a survey with passive 

parental consent

▪ Students in 5th, 8th , 9th, and 11th grades are invited 

to fill out the survey

▪ In 2022:  70% of districts participated (51% and 41% 

of statewide enrollment for 9th and 11th grade 

students, respectively



Native+ 

considerations for 

Minnesota Student 

Survey (MSS)

Limitations

▪ Only 1 of 4 Bureau of Indian Education (BIE) 

schools participated

▪ School pushout issues

▪ We present an undercount of prevalence



Native+ Variable

What is Native+? 

Our Advisory team defines Native+ as those students who self-identify 

as only American Indian or Alaskan Native (AIAN), AIAN plus an 

additional race (+), only Native Hawaiian or Pacific Islander (NHPI), and 

NHPI +. This definition honors the sovereignty of Indigenous nations to 

determine community membership, reflects the racial diversity in 

community, and the shared experiences of Indigenous peoples with 

colonialism, which has been linked to sexual exploitation.



In 2019 and 2022, this question 

was included in the Minnesota 

Student Survey for 9th and 11th 

graders.

Prevalence of Trading Sex 

among High School Students 

in the state of Minnesota 



Native+ Findings

Percentage of youth who 

answered “yes” within 

each category.

Students with diverse 

races and ethnicities 

reported different rates of 

trading sex



This map reflects the 
Safe Harbor nine 
regional navigator areas 
as of January 2020

Brown, Martin, & Filoteo, July 2023



Gender Identity & 

Sexual Orientation

Native+ students of many 

gender identities reported 

trading sex

LGBTQ+ and/or Two-Spirit 

youth reported rates much 

higher than their peers
*Cis = Cisgender is a term for those whose gender aligns with their 

birth assigned sex

*Het = heterosexual (straight)



MYST Youth Participatory Action Research (YPAR) project

We established a Native+ YPAR team to help us better understand 

issues of sexual violence, exploitation and sex trading, identify the root 

causes of vulnerability and develop strategies to disrupt!

Our team included 8 young people who represented many tribes, 

geographic regions, sexual orientations, gender identities, 

and lived experiences. 





Youth Identified Disruption Strategies

INSERT YPAR PHOTO HERE
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