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Objectives of Presentation

• Human Trafficking Prosecution Unit

• National and DOJ Action Plans to Address Human 
Trafficking in Indian Country and Alaskan Native 
Communities

• Specific Actions of HTPU and DOJ 
• Increase detection, investigation, and prosecution
• Enhance collaboration

• Case Studies of Effective Collaboration



HTPU



Human Trafficking Prosecution Unit

Trafficking Victim Protection Act of 2000

•Adopted an internationally recognized definition 
of trafficking in persons 

•Established the “3 4 Ps” – a comprehensive 
approach

▪Prosecution

▪Protection

▪Prevention

▪Partnership
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ACTION PLANS











Victim Screening Protocol

• Poverty

• Homelessness

• Substance dependency use disorder

• Physical or sexual abuse

• Limited access to education/history of being 

expelled from schools, and 

• Contacts with the foster care system



Victim Screening Protocol

Federal Crime Data



Victim Screening Protocol

• Poverty

• Homelessness

• Substance dependency use disorder

• Physical or sexual abuse

• Limited access to education/history of being 

expelled from schools, and 

• Contacts with the foster care system



CASE STUDY



United States v. Fulton

• Family Facilitated Forced Labor WDLA 



United States v. Fulton

In May 2019, DCFS and Law Enforcement 
opened investigations 

Investigation revealed that 
mistakes were made, and 
the system had failed the 
children multiple times. 



U.S. v. Darnell Fulton
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U.S. v. Darnell Fulton



Expanded Interagency Collaboration



Jurisdiction

18 U.S.C. § 1589 – Forced Labor

18 U.S.C. § 1591 – Sex Trafficking

• Crime of General Applicability: DOJ/FBI
• 25 U.S.C. § 1304/VAWA 2022: Tribes
• Any defendant or victim

• Oklahoma v. Castro-Huerta: States
• Only non-Indian defendant



Human Trafficking Task Forces
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Human Trafficking Task Forces

FY24 OVC ECM solicitation

• Both federally recognized tribes AND tribal 
organizations (other than Fed recog tribes) are 
eligible, and 

• Language encouraging tribes to apply and/or be 
included as key partners. 

 



Human Trafficking Task Forces



CASE STUDY



United States v. Lonnie Mitchell

Montgomery PD  - Special Ops Unit

Convinced he’s a drug dealer so target him as one.  



United States v. Lonnie Mitchell

• Bounces between hotels in a 2-mile area
• Different vehicle each time with a female driver
• Never caught with more than user amount
• Rumors:

• Has “stable” of 5 regular girls and 
others to whom he sold drugs. 

• No one will say a bad word against him



United States v. Lonnie Mitchell

Narrow investigation

• MPD didn’t adjust from their initial assessment 
of target at as “drug dealer.”

• MPD din’t share info with other
     agencies or ask for help.  

• 3 years of investigation with
     nothing to show for it.



United States v. Lonnie Mitchell

Meanwhile…
Montgomery County Sheriff’s Office

“He’s affiliated with a gang…”



United States v. Lonnie Mitchell



United States v. Lonnie Mitchell

1st: Met target at 15 years old, being trafficking 
by her mom, drug user.
2nd: Being trafficking by rival pimp, addicted to 
heroin.
3rd: Romantic relationship ended, just released 
from jail, homeless, drug addiction.
4th: Drug addiction, lost custody of child, no                     

family support 
5th: Addicted to meth, no family support, lost 
custody of children, romantic relationship ended, 
homeless.



United States v. Lonnie Mitchell



United States v. Lonnie Mitchell

60 years in prison
Restitution = almost a million dollars



ASK HTPU

HTPU@USDOJ.GOV

202-616-4588

mailto:HTPU@USDOJ.GOV

