Embracing Culture within a
Community Response to Missing or
Murdered Indigenous
Women/People in Indian Country

A Discussion With
Brie Bennett, Valerie Bribiescas, & Greg O’Rourke
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U.S Code, 25 U.S.C. §
2201(2)

*(2)“Indian” means—(A)any person who is
a member of any Indian tribe, is eligible
to become a member of any Indian tribe,
or is an owner (as of October 27, 2004) of
a trust or restricted interest in_land;

*(B)any person meeting the definition
of_Indian under the Indian Reorganization
Act (25 U.S.C. 479) [1] and the regulations
promulgated thereunder; and

-*U.S Code, 25 U.S.C. § 2201(2)



https://www.law.cornell.edu/definitions/uscode.php?width=840&height=800&iframe=true&def_id=25-USC-2100368841-1670621902&term_occur=999&term_src=
https://www.law.cornell.edu/definitions/uscode.php?width=840&height=800&iframe=true&def_id=25-USC-991716523-1670621908&term_occur=999&term_src=
https://www.law.cornell.edu/definitions/uscode.php?width=840&height=800&iframe=true&def_id=25-USC-1121892347-1670621901&term_occur=999&term_src=title:25:chapter:24:section:2201
https://www.law.cornell.edu/definitions/uscode.php?width=840&height=800&iframe=true&def_id=25-USC-1121892347-1670621901&term_occur=999&term_src=title:25:chapter:24:section:2201
https://www.law.cornell.edu/definitions/uscode.php?width=840&height=800&iframe=true&def_id=25-USC-3314155-1670621907&term_occur=999&term_src=
https://www.law.cornell.edu/definitions/uscode.php?width=840&height=800&iframe=true&def_id=25-USC-991716523-1670621908&term_occur=999&term_src=
https://www.law.cornell.edu/definitions/uscode.php?width=840&height=800&iframe=true&def_id=25-USC-2100368841-1670621902&term_occur=999&term_src=
https://www.law.cornell.edu/topn/indian_reorganization_act
https://www.law.cornell.edu/topn/indian_reorganization_act
https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/25/479
https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/25/2201#fn002132
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Case Law
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Por  Madison Reservation in the State of
' harged with assaulting a tribal officer



as affirmed by the Supreme Court

o Indian prosecuted in a federal

bal court of a lesser included
The court found no double jeopardy
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Tribal Civil Jurisdiction




Cultural Lens of
Investigations

» Language
 Translation
* No direct meaning
» Not Linear
 Location- cultural significance




Cultural Lens of Investigations

PUEBLO OF TESUQUE

SORRY, NO VISITORS
ALLOWED AT THIS TIME.

PUEBLO




Ashlynne Mike AMBER Alert

in Indian Country Act of 2018




Missing or Murdered Indigenous People

* Indigenous Women and People have gone missing or been
murdered in Indian Country, with little or no justice or resolution.

* This crisis has been ongoing for generations and has been largely
overlooked or ignored by society.

* We are working on Tribally led initiatives to reduce the
disproportionate impact of violent crimes and missing people on
Indigenous Communities.

* This includes identifying & dismantling systematic barriers to
justice and safety for Indigenous peoples.




Missing or Murdered Indigenous People

* Indigenous women go missing and/or are murdered at rates higher
than any ethnic group in the United States.

 More than 4 in 5 American Indian and Alaska Native women
experience violence in their lifetime.

* Indigenous women have a murder rate ten times the national
average.

» California has the 5™ highest caseload for MMIP cases in the United
States.



Missing or Murdered Indigenous People

Missing and Murdered
| Indigenous Women &
Girls of California,
by County
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Public Law 280




Public Law 280 - Criminal Jurisdiction

 Indian defendant: concurrent state and tribe. Currently crimes
on reservations are tried by the state. However, tribes can and
some are considering exercising criminal jurisdiction—(building

infrastructure.)

* There is no double jeopardy for trying a defendant in state and
tribal court for the same offense.

* Non-Indian defendant: exclusive state.




Public Law 280

 Mandatory PL 280 States: (State Not
Given Option)
 California, Minnesota (except the Red

Lake Nation & Mille Lacs Band of
Ojibew), Nebraska, Oregon (except Warm
Springs), Wisconsin (except Menominee
Indian Reservation) and Alaska (upon
statehood).

e Optional PL 280 States: (Option
Given To State)

» Arizona, Florida, ldaho, lowa, Montana,
Nevada, North Dakota, South Dakota,

Utah & Washington. Not all fully adopted.

Mandatory
States (1953)

. Optional States
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Officer Wellnhess




Resiliency
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What do you see?¢




(V)
C
()
-
QO
=
HE
(T
Z







Adverse Childhood Experiences
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Adverse Childhood Experiences
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McKinleyville

The i (39%)
Humboldt Ar! Arcata ' Hawkins Bar

. IS L Jennifer Wilmer had recently moved from Arcata
F-I ve (255) right before she disappeared
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Help Find Me

Name! SUMI GAII.J[MN
Missing From¢ HOOPA, CA™
Date MisSing: OCTOBER 29 2010
Race: NATIVE ﬂMERlCAN
Age: 33,in 2010 \ ;
Hair: BLACK

Eyes: BROWN

Height: 5" 10"

Weight: 200 pounds

Wears glasses occasionally
Birthmark on her left calf

Sumi was last seen last seen in
September 2010, walking from the
Hoopa Elementary School on Highway
96. She was reported missing on
October 29, 2010,

Anyone with information regarding the
disappearance of Sumi Gail Juan
please contact Sgt. Wayne Hanson at
707-268-3639 or 707-445-7251.
Humboldt County Sherriff's Office,
Hoopa Sub-station at 866-688-6160
or the Hoopa Valley Tribal Police at
530-625-4202. .

FInd us on Facebook at Indian Country's Missing
Operating out®fSan Diego, CA., Kumeyaay, Luisefio, Dieguefio and beyond

MMIP Movement

STILL MISSING

KHADIJAH BRITTON

Abducted at Gunpoint
February 7, 2018
COVELO, CA

KHADIJAH ROSE BRITTON
Missing Age: 23

Native American

5'8" 180 Ibs

Tattoo of 'Britton’ on
her right arm

Her boyfriend was

arrested for kidnapping &
domestic violence

$85,000
REWARD

IF YOU HAVE INFORMATION, CONTACT:
MENDOCINO CSO (707) 463-4086
ANON TIP LINE (707) 234-2100

MISSING PERSON
Andrea Jerri White

VIRGIL BUSSELL JR

FMMIWM NATIVE MAN
MISSING SINCE MARCH 15TH 2020
PLEASE CONTACT ALICIA AUDELO

(707)499-7257 OR LOCAL TRIBAL POLICE
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Why Do We Learn About Trauma?

- Ease Management
Understanding behavior helps officers de-escalate
Reduce the number of complaints

* Help keep people out of the CJ system
Reduce the number of arrests
Jail is not always the best place for someone

 Job Improvement
Reduce re-traumatizing
Avoid a punitive role as a LEO
Self-awareness and of other officers



Principals of a Trauma-Informed Approach

» Recognize the impact on development and coping strategies
» Recovery is the primary goal

 Employ an empowerment model

« Emphasize choice/voice

» Stress relational collaboration

« Recognize the need for safety & respect

« Emphasize strength and resilience

« Minimize re-traumatization

* Cultural competence

* Peer input is included



Historic Law Enforcement Response
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Bringing Culture into Investigations




Policy Work



Feather Alert

California AB 1314 (2022)
Criteria:
1. The missing person is an indigenous woman or indigenous person.

2. The investigating law enforcement agency has utilized available local
and tribal resources.

3. The law enforcement agency determines that the person has gone
missing under unexplainable or suspicious circumstances.

4. The law enforcement agency believes that the person is in danger.

5. There is information available that, if disseminated to the public,
could assist in the safe recovery of the missing person.
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Policy Work: Law Enforcement

» AB 44: Public Safety - Authored by
Assemblymember James Ramos:

* Intended to ensure parity between Tribal
Police and other CA law enforcement,
allowing Tribal Police to enforce state law in
their respective jurisdictions.

Intended to that Tribal Police are recognized
as peace officers, granting them the same
benefits and privileges as other peace officer
in the state.

Intended to grant access to CLETS for tribal
police and tribal courts, a critical law
enforcement telecommunications system that
helps protect public safety.

* Currently in Amendment Process.
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Law Enforcement
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Law Enforcement




Law Enforcement




Law Enforcement




Law Enforcement




Law Enforcement




Raising Awareness
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Raising Awareness

_
// » Emergency Declaration

* MMIP Walk (2022)

 AMBER Alert in Indian Country
Training for Local Law Enforcement

* Yurok 3 Yearly Reports (2019-2022)
* MMIP Policy Summit (2022)

* MMIP Day of Action (2023)

* MMIP Day of Action (2024)
* CART in Indian Country Training (2024)




Raising Awareness
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Raising Awareness

* Emergency Declaration
* MMIP Walk (2022)

 AMBER Alert in Indian Country
Training for Local Law Enforcement (2022)

e Yurok 3 Yearly Reports (2019-2022)
e MMIP Policy Summit (2022)

* MMIP Day of Action (2023)

* MMIP Day of Action (2024)

JULY 2022

. . % /% CYEAR 3 PROGRESS REPORT
* CART in Indian Country Training (2024) W ol et o, G
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Raising Awareness

« Emergency Declaration
* MMIP Walk (2022)

 AMBER Alert in Indian Country
Training for Local Law Enforcement (2022)

* Yurok 3 Yearly Reports (2019-2022)
 MMIP Policy Summit (2022)

* MMIP Day of Action (2023)

* MMIP Day of Action (2024)

* CART in Indian Country Training (2024)




Raising Awareness

« Emergency Declaration
* MMIP Walk (2022)

 AMBER Alert in Indian Country
Training for Local Law Enforcement (2022)

* Yurok 3 Yearly Reports (2019-2022)

* MMIP Policy Summit (2022)

e MMIP Day of Action (2023)

 MMIP Day of Action (2024)

* CART in Indian Country Training (2024)




Raising Awareness
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Collaboration




Collaboration
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Conclusion
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