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 There have always been individuals and
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unities ac
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vocating for prevention

~ and ending sexual violence.

~ Assault Awareness Month (SAAM) began
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~ around two decades ago, but the fight
against sexual violence has existed for
much longer than that.




A BRIEF HISTORY OF SAAM
(CONTINUED)
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In the U S.,. movements for socmt chcmge and

.i : equatlty began to gain traction in the 1940s and
- 50s with the civil rlghts era. Open discussions of
’_c,he rea[ltles of sexual violence were limited, but
udvocacy for equal. rlghts began to challenge the

statusquo“‘ i e e

Vi

Leadlng this movement were Bl.ack women,

“ Indigenous women, and other women of color;
‘was these women working at the intersection of
race-based and gender-based violence who
championed the framework of what would
become the movement against sexual violence.

1,2 NSVRC, “History of Sexual Assault Awareness Month.” https://www.nsvrc.org/saam/history
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Indtgehc_'L}S communities: experienced
~sexual vréﬂngnce a'ii the hcmds of European
= co[onlzersmbegy ning in t‘h'e 15th century
= W|th coloniat c'o'ntact

it Rﬂpe;_qnd Gther forms of sexual V|0Lence

LR T

~were used as tools of oppressmn and
_. conquest agcunst Indigenous communities,
~with this legacy of violence against Native

. £ 2 4
- communities continuing today.

3 Gerolami, G (2016), “Rape as colonial legacy.”

4 NSVRC, “Foundations of Advocacy.” https://www.nsvrc.org/sites/default/files/2020-
05/Module_4_History_of _movement.pdf
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